EW YORK UNIVERSITY

Interdepartmental Communication Politics Department

U\ Nov. 30, 1973

Dean Russell Smith

Dear Russ:

Attached is a proposal I drew up for a special
Institute. Dean Winder's latest response is also
enclosed. Would you please examine it and see
whether the SCE might be interested in sponsoring

1t.

I should add that the timing is flexible. It could
be given in the early or late summer, or during the

school year as well.

No intimation here in Winder's letter is given
that other factors influenced the "consensus." But I
wouldn't be surprised if a certain amount of suppressive
ideo]og@; entered into the picture. For instance, no
suggestion is made th&t we test the market for "credit
students." I believe that I could round up a large

number of them.

Sincerely,

=L

Alfred de Grazia



New York University

Office of the Dean of the Faculty of
Arts and Science at Washington Square

5 Washington Square North, Room 21
New York. N.Y. 10003
Telephone: (212) 598-76%4

27 November 1973

TO: Professor Alfred de Grazia

FROM: R.B. Winderﬁ%/] ¥

-
“

The Committee of Deans discussed on Thursday, 15 November the proposal
for a summer institute on primeval catastrophes as outlined in your memo-
randum of 29 October addressed to Dean Konigsberg. The consensus was that
although the proposal might very well produce a large enthusiastic audience
of paying customers, it probably would not do so from degree candidates.
The Committee felt SCE might be interested in sponsoring the program, and I
suggest that you take it up with Dean Russell Smith forthwith.

I do appreciate the drive you are putting forth for funding of various
sorts and am only sorry that we felt this one would not work in the context
proposed.

RBW/rm

cc/Dean Xonigsberg
Dean Mayerson
Professor Randall
Dean Stuart
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Institute oa Primeval Catastrvphesr,-,-_ ~ugian
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A large and iccreasing publie is interested in ths theory that
ancient astrophysical and geophysical disasters caused profound
changasinthahzmenvirmt sod_human nature. Mich of the in-
terest centers aroumd the work of Immanuel Velikovsky and his school

.of thought.  Wherever Velikovsky appears to speak; his supporters
and critics assemble by the. hundreds and even thousands. - His sole
talk at NYU drew hundrede of students snd professors several years ago.

I have worked for a decade on problems raised by Dr. Velikovsky
sivce the publication of my book, "The Velikovsky Affair™ im 1963,
and am presently godng to press with asnother beok on the disasters
oftthe Homeric Age. A heavy flow of{materials writted, and archeological
reports has begun and promises to be practically endless. There ig a
need for an academic centax for presenting and discussing the problems
they nresent to all fields. Excellent scholars are available to par-
ticipate. I suggast that such en Institute might be hald from July 120,
1974, at New York Uciversity. It would occupy three hours -of classtinme
on fifteen days, would allow students notefor-credit, undergraduate
students for four credi:s., and graduste studeats for the same (§-credits).
The required readings would amount.to 1200 pages snd graduate students

would prepare a mem:dp paper. It is expected that from 80 to 200
studeats an.!izegism iﬂt .the- Institute, ; _'_ = Gresie -
rﬁ f:r. tha M ml.d includo > TJ;W I S b

1. Prof. Alfred da Grazia, Supervising Professor, Fulle-time;
2. Adjunct Prof. Aonette Tobia, Ph:D., Einstein University in micro=
hialagy and presently lect:urar at NYU, full-tice;
3. Prof. William Mullen, Ph.D., Pr:lmaton~ilniveraity clasgicigt. “ii-o-,
(one-third=-time); . P 2 cowien w3y iie L2 LT
4. Prof: Livio Steccadli, Ph.D., JD,.Paterson State College,-ads c:i-
' historim of science. (one-thirdetime);

(continued)



5. Mre- Ra}ph;ﬁlergens, Engineer :r:.d astro-physicist, Assoc.ate: Editor
' of Pensee magazine, (one-third-time}; ' Bl .,-.-,M;;*L

6. Visiting Lecturers and Discussacts (one day each)s Proressm
I. Velikovekyj (general-theory); Lyon-Rose, SUNY, {phﬂcsophy)-“
" Prank d'Achille, Pennsylvania State iniv., (geology); Bdward Schérr
" Fellew, Anerican School-of Classical Studies (archaeology) 3 -and - =
~ possibly en additional person or substitute;
7« Prof. liina Mavxidis, CUHY, Political Sciant.ist, administrative _
coordinatory full-time, =7 - E- AWLHHLIL SO SRl

»2cThers would be-#ifteen primary one-hour lectures and 30 one-hour
discussion meetings which would break the lecture audience into small
sections of 25 pexrsons. Related lectu:as am} diacuasions would meet

ontb&mday.f«**' et
» v B 9 e B
-Thc tiElu of the }.eemes fol.lm' R *;H
e ther Develnpmt of Human liatu-re s
I. '.Hm,— ﬂam, and :iman Beings - - - - - - s
1. The Theory of Catastrophes - - - - - . Be Grazia
2. Origins of Human Natuxe ~ De Grazia
3. The Geolegical Recoxd » DYAchille or
Burgstahler
4. Historicgraphy of the Solar System Stecchini
5. Coxrelations of Ceology and Astrophysics Juergens
6. The Synchronization of Prehistory Mullen
II. Case Studies in Disastexr and Development e
7. Case 1: Atlantis ~ Steechini
8. Case II: The Age of Pyramids + “- Stacchini
9. Case III: Exodus o Velikovsky
10. : Cala ch_’lheﬂme:lca&ge _—-~'~’- 2R TT T Pe Grasia T
=¥ s el e N keSS L. SO-ASAG Phgy v L ilMa mETR o, SiRSANIS,
ITLi -Origins-ef Behavior and- znsu:utianr RER: W BRERER foes T RN
=11+~ - Theology and Government- -~ =F Pk Fod Ve DE Grazia * ~=-
“.12;-~Literature and the-Arts - “’”‘1‘-'3-‘-"_: S8Ii3. Do’ Grazist 2 TTOUES

13, Sexuslity® M-Aggreaainn pEplal pERIGE SiTdqppigs cRowASSIY
-7 14, - Techmology .« T ol 0R LELEF LS igraechind T TE TS
IV. PFinal Problems

15. 1Is Human Nature Governable? De Grazia

Discussion leaders: Professors De Grazia, Tobia, Stecchini, Mullen,
Juergens, D'Achille, Bergstahler, Mavridis. With 100 stulents, nine daily
section meetings are regquired. If the mumber of studeats exceeds one-
hundred, we should add to the faculty.

(con_tinued)



Readings: In additiom to several paperback books that will be
required, the staff will prepare a collection of readings difficult
of access, and zerox them, The basic readings will be VWorlds ip Collision
by I. Velikovsky, the study of Homeric catastrophe and literature by
A. de Grazia, and the collection of readings that will represent, amoug
others, the rest of the faculty. A valuable and unique supplementary
bibliography will also be pro'vided and, finally, 2 set of maps, drawings,
and a special lexicon.,

Costs of the teéchi:‘:g’liida of the Institute are estimated as follows:

Teaching aad Aﬂainilmtion %
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Continuation of Project: We would Iika to beg:ln work: on-tha
project as soon as it appears probable that we would have 80 studauts,
and. to continue research in connection with, and to prepare for, succassive
Icstitutes. _Therefore, it is suggested that-507 of the gross receipts
from student fees (less additional faculty costs) for students in excess
of 100 in number be placed in a specisal project fund in the University
for contimuing study and development of materials in the subjectearea,
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