
April 5, 1960

To :

	

Vice President Frank L. Howley

From :

	

Alfred de Grazia

Subject : Phone conversation March 25th with Commissioner Film .

Commissioner hilm is friendly to our interests
in setting up an experimental center for camping and out-
door recreation . He says that the general policy is not
to alienate state land for purposes other than direct use
by the public . He also said that this was not an irrevoc-
able policy with the State any more than it was with the
Interstate Palisades Park Commission . He indicated that
at some point a bill might be drafted and introduced with
the proper sponsorship in the legislature to lend state
aid or land to the construction and location of our camp .

He did pass the responsibility for any site in
the palisades Park area over to the Commission and to Mr .
Morgan. Be said that we should clear the matter with Morgan
and the Comission as far as we could and that from that
point on, his agency's cooperation would be forthcoming .
Therefore, I as going to talk with Morgan again, perhaps
in the company of Carl Gustafson .

Dictated: March 25th
Transcribed: April 5th



NEW YORK UNIVERSITY
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INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMUNICATION

March 23, 1960

MEMORANDUM TO : Professor de Grazia

This memo looks good, but I think we are a little
slow in moving . I think you will be interested
in the enclosed booklet, "Now or Never" which has
already been produced by the State of New York
under the guidance of Commissioner Wilm . This
is a well thought-out plan and, as you know, the
legislation to implement it is now before the
legislators in Albany . I think you had better
push real hard and get to see this fellow, Wilm .

I talked to Bob Moses again in this general area,
but we didn't come to gripps with anything . I
think, however, the outline of steps which we
decided on ought to be done . There might very
well be a place for our camp in the legislation
which comes out for New York State .

pf



THS RSLATIOM OF OUTDOOR RMCEEATION TO CIVIL Dnrn U

Among government agencies, the policy of the Civil Defense

component of the Office of Defense Mobilisation is one of the

most difficult to determine . During world war II, the orientation

of Civil Defense seemed to be in the direction of ung-up

operations after an attack . Later an evacuation policy for the

general population vas considered, and at present some form of a

shelter program, at least from fallout if not from blast effects,

is being discussed. It may be easier, then, to attack this problem

of the relationship of outdoor recreational resources to civil

defense by asking how civil defense organisations can use such

resources and bow recreational resource planning and operations

can draw upon existing and potential civil defense programs?

In the event of an enemy attack, there is no question that

some form of dispersal of the general population will be undertaken .

By their very nature, most outdoor recreational resources are located

outside high population concentrations and would be ideally suited

to receive considerable numbers of people from the cities if such

resources were properly designed . A joint study of recreational

and civil defense functions in outdoor resources development would

be very fruitful . Such a study could be designed in terms of

human and material resources of both groups .

In the field of material resources, in the event of some form

of shelter program is inaugurated, multi-purpose shelters could be

investigated. Such shelters would serve in peace time for recreational

purposes, since they would include most of the facilities essential

for survival . Rapid access also would be a factor in their location



and construction since in war time they minst be reached in a minimum

time period . The consequences for easy access for recreational

purposes are obvious .

Moreover, auxiliary equipment now owned by civil defense

would be very serviceable for recreational purposes . First aid

and hospital equipment, water and food testing equipment, fire and

rescue material, outdoor cooking and other survival equipment ; all

have obvious uses for recreational purposes . Much of this equipment

would improve with use or at least be immediately available in

receetion centers when needed .

In the field of personnel, the advantages of a mutual relation-

ship are again considerable. Training of various kinds for civil

defense could be carried out in properly constructed recreational

areas . Many of the skills essential for civil defense can be

applied to recreational leadership and enjoyment. Knowledge of

first aid, survival techniques, fire fighting, outdoor cooking,

and the like Increase both the effectiveness of the civil defense

personnel and the pleasure to be derived from outdoor recreation .

There is soie talk of establishing a permanent cadre of civil

defense workers in each state and region. Such a cadre could be

enlisted to serve both the pals of civil defense and those of the

Commission.

A large amount of data concerning transportation, resources,

population, available materiel, food and water, welfare activities,

and the like has already bees gathered in every state in the

Survival Plans recently completed by the former Federal Civil Defense

Administration. Such data could be used to assist the Commission

in their recreational resources planning . It is strongly urged that



the Commission give further consideration to a joint study with

OCDU, both from the point of view of the Commission • s planning but

also considering the considerable saving of research and operational

funds which bight result from such a study .
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